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SUPPLY BILL 2013 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [9.22 pm]: Should I call the Deputy President (Hon Simon O’Brien) 
“Mr President” during this address, I apologise in advance. I think it is probably better to call you the President 
rather than calling the President the Acting Deputy President! 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have been called a lot worse; you are on safe ground.  

Hon DARREN WEST: If I may indulge slightly before I begin: it was remiss of me in my inaugural speech not 
to congratulate the new Leader of the House and deputy Leader of the House. I congratulate both members on 
those appointments and look forward to working with them.  

I will now address the Supply Bill 2013. I have some serious concerns about why this Supply Bill has been 
delayed. Why has the budget been delayed? Why was the budget not brought down in May? I own a business—
the budget is one of the most important parts of my business. I cannot just say to those I am responsible to in my 
business, “I’m sorry everybody, I’ve been a bit distracted; I’ve had a few other things on my plate; I don’t think I 
can bring the budget down until September.” I do not think that is acceptable. It is not an incoming government. 
We have a government that has been around a while now. We have a Treasurer who is allegedly quite talented in 
this area and it fails me why we have to talk about this when the budget really should have been brought down 
by now and enacted by 1 July.  

The budget is very important to the state of Western Australia. If our budget position weakens as it continues to 
do, the future of Western Australia will be under somewhat of a cloud. I would have to ask the Treasurer 
whether he is really fully focused on the very important job that he has of overseeing the books of this booming 
state economy that does not seem to get its dollars to the ground where it is really needed. The Treasurer has a 
history of being somewhat distracted from his very important jobs. I wonder whether he is slightly distracted in 
putting together the budget and tabling it. I have been informed that the Treasurer is a very talented man. The 
Treasurer has had such portfolios as transport and housing and now, very early in his job as Treasurer, he is 
unable to get the budget tabled on time. I am starting to question, like others, how much talent this Treasurer 
really has. I expect that the budget is in some level of difficulty because during the last state election campaign, 
as members on this side will know, we had to contend with two different sets of election commitments from the 
National Party and the Liberal Party. They both put out very glossy brochures with lots of fluff and some very 
good initiatives, but there were two different lots of election commitments. It became obvious to us very early in 
the piece that none of these commitments could be funded; we became sceptical early on as we realised that the 
government was promising more than it could deliver. The National Party’s mantra was, “If we get the balance 
of power, we’re going to do this, this, this and this”; and the Liberals were running around, saying, “Well, we 
have a policy on this, too, and our policy’s different”. One example is agriculture; the National Party made a 
commitment to a $300 million vision for agriculture, while the Liberal Party put up a $40 million agricultural 
policy. 

Hon Jim Chown interjected. 

Hon DARREN WEST: I am glad that the honourable member thinks it is a very good policy, and we will see 
about that further along in my speech, but I thank the honourable member for his comments. I want to talk about 
all the other commitments that were made around the place, not just on agriculture, so we will get to those a bit 
further along. 

During the election campaign the government told us, as electors—I am an elector, too—that there was a fully 
costed, fully funded plan; yet, the day after the election it was, “Oh, we can’t do the budget.” That raises 
questions for me, as I am sure it does for many others: “Hang on; five minutes ago we had a fully costed, fully 
funded plan, but now we can’t put the budget together, so we’d just like you to forward us about seven billion 
bucks so that we can keep running around until we’ve got such provision and can see ourselves clear to focus on 
putting down a budget for the state of Western Australia.” 

This is a very important budget because, as many other members have said, the people in our electorates are all 
reliant on this money flowing—from transport operators who need roads, to disability service providers and 
government agencies that provide very important services to the community. All these government agencies, 
private enterprises and individuals need this budget to be sorted so that we can all move forward with some 
surety and not have it hanging around in the air for God knows how long. I would not be surprised if there were 
to be a call for an even further extension of time, because we do not seem to be getting any signals that the 
government is across this very important area. 
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In the meantime, we all have to stand around; these service providers are wondering what is going to be in the 
budget for them. They are moving forward into the darkness without really knowing what departments will be 
cut, what is going to be on and what is not, what producers are going to be serviced and whether they are going 
to have a job. There are efficiency dividends that no-one really understands or knows what they mean for them. 
With the budget being delayed all this will be exacerbated, and I really feel for those service providers, transport 
operators and individuals who are looking to the government for some assurance. 

My colleagues have touched on the area of health, and the Princess Margaret Hospital for Children is a very 
good case in point in respect of what I have been talking about. I was at Dr Angela Alessandri’s wedding; she 
married my cousin, and I know her. She is a person of great understatement, and for her to come out in the press 
as she did and point out the inadequacies at the hospital she has worked at for a very long time and has given 
truly remarkable service to is a gross understatement of what is really going on there. For her to come out and 
make those comments about the Princess Margaret Hospital for Children, how it cannot seem to cope anymore 
and how it needs a hand-up, she would clearly have to be frustrated with what is going on. For the government to 
delay the budget even further and leave people like Dr Angela Alessandri in the lurch for even longer is quite 
shameful.  

The other thing we hear about now is privatisation. I am very passionate about the privatisation of services and 
our public utilities, and I can just see this coming on more and more. I also see, now that the budget is getting 
tight, that it looks like we are going to have to think about privatising some of these services. We heard in the 
Parliament today that Hon Jim Chown is even encouraging grower-owned organisations to privatise, and we are 
even looking at private ports while having twice the grain-shifting capacity we do. I can see the privatisation 
push is coming over the hill, and I wonder what is next. I refer the house to an article published on page 23 of 
The West Australian on 23 May 2013, written by Gareth Parker in his “Inside State” column entitled “What is 
public could be private”. I refer to a lifted quote from Treasurer Troy Buswell at the end of that article, which is, 
“It is important we involve the private sector in these opportunities.” I take that as code for “We’re going to get 
the private sector involved even more. We’re going to have even more public–private partnerships. We’re going 
to have even more outsourced services.” I question whether that would be a good thing for the state of Western 
Australia.  

Rating agencies around the world are also gazing more carefully at the Western Australian economy than ever 
before. I hear those opposite slinging off at the federal government and its fiscal performance from time to time, 
but I have to say that Troy makes them look pretty good! The commonwealth of Australia has a AAA credit 
rating from all rating agencies that it maintained right through the global financial crisis, which, frankly, brought 
much of the world to its knees. The state of Western Australia, through its mining boom, has been largely 
sheltered from that. I think, with debt spiralling as it is and the fiscal performance of the state coming under that 
cloud I referred to earlier, there is a real chance that rating agencies from around the world will be taking more 
than just a passing interest in the goings-on in Western Australia. Should this continue, I think our AAA credit 
rating could be at some risk, which will have a remarkable implication for business. If members reckon that 
businesses are a bit frightened about paying a bit of tax on a few mining profits, wait until we lose our AAA 
credit rating. As a businessperson, it will have big implications on me in that it will cost me more interest to 
borrow money, and the state government’s debt will cost us more if we lose our AAA credit rating. I think this is 
a very serious threat and I am, once again, even more concerned that the government is not quite focused on the 
very important job it has at hand today.  

There has been a lot of talk from the other side about the reduction in GST revenue; it is true that we subsidise 
other states in the nation. As a very wealthy and lucky state we pay more than our fair share of GST. But I can 
tell members something else: the GST deal was signed by then Treasurer Barnett. I do not think it helps to hear 
the other side whinge and grizzle about the federal government in Canberra when it was that side’s deal. Clearly, 
Treasurer Costello got up a little earlier in the morning than Treasurer Barnett; he put a good deal across, and 
Treasurer Barnett signed the deal. So let us not have too much complaining and blaming the federal government 
and the GST revenue.  
Several members interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Let us not have too much complaining!  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Simon O’Brien): Order! Hon Darren West has the call.  
Hon DARREN WEST: Might I say, I thought it is a nice touch that during people’s inaugural speeches 
everyone sits quietly and has a little listen to what is being said. I have given my maiden speech, so bring it on! 
Do not hang back!  
Hon Jacqui Boydell: So you support the GST being lowered for WA? 
Hon DARREN WEST: The GST arrangement was signed by Treasurer Barnett.  
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Hon Jacqui Boydell: Good to know! 

Hon DARREN WEST: I am pleased I am getting a bite! 

I also note that the government has drastically increased, for working people, poor people and rich people, the 
cost of power and water in a bid to prop up state revenue.  

Hon Jim Chown: Which is the second lowest in Australia! 

Hon DARREN WEST: The cost of power and water has risen dramatically; these days the increase in power 
and water costs is in the order of 60-odd per cent. During the election campaign the Premier told us that enough 
is enough and he would leave it at consumer price index. Here we are in early June, and up they are going again! 
When it comes to matters fiscal, we really cannot take much notice of what the government has to say when 
dealing with ordinary people. People are being squeezed. A lot of people in Western Australia are not involved 
in mining, such as people in my industry, and they can ill afford these extra costs. The Premier is very happy to 
jump up and give a 50 per cent royalty honeymoon, if we like, to a magnetite mine. Where is that sort of cost 
relief for everybody else? The farming community in the Agricultural Region is very supportive, generally 
speaking, of the large amount of money that is being provided by members on the government side of the house, 
both the Liberals and their friends in the coalition, for shiny new pieces of new infrastructure. But the provision 
of services for the farming sector in my area is very poor. There has been no help for the people in my area. It 
has been very much a kick in the guts. I commend the federal government for making the effort to put up some 
meaningful funding for farming communities and for farming families and businesses. 
Hon Jim Chown: It hasn’t even arrived yet! 
Hon DARREN WEST: It is appalling that the state government is now standing in the way of releasing that 
funding and is playing a bit of good old fashioned across-Nullarbor politics.  
Several members interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Sorry, Mr Deputy President, but I am having a bit of trouble hearing with all the 
interjections. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Simon O’Brien): Order! According to the standing orders, interjections are 
unruly—full stop. Interjections when the Presiding Officer is speaking are extremely unruly. Hon Darren West 
has the call, and to some extent he might even be inviting unruly interjections. So I am prepared to tolerate a bit 
of interplay. But for the half-dozen members who were just interjecting, the member to whom I have given the 
call still needs to be able to get a word in edgewise. I give the call to Hon Darren West to continue his remarks 
and address the Chair now.  
Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  
I would like to spend a bit of time talking about my electorate and the impact of this fiscal instability that the 
government is causing by not being focused on handing down the budget on time. We do not know whether the 
budget will be good or not because it has not been formulated and handed down yet.  

I will start in Geraldton. The people of Geraldton in my electorate of Agricultural Region are suffering terribly 
from these increases in power and water charges. The other problem is that council rates in Geraldton have 
increased by 27 per cent. It is the old one, two, three—there goes the killer punch for many households in 
Geraldton. The people of Geraldton are really struggling. I hope that the government has some sympathy for the 
families in the Agricultural Region, both those in the cities and towns, and those who are out on the farms doing 
it hard. Enough is enough when it comes to government charges.  

Secondly, the town of Geraldton has come to a screeching standstill since the change of government in 2008. 
This government has not spent one dollar on Geraldton port. Under the Gallop Labor government, Geraldton 
port was deepened; a 25-million-tonne-a-year iron ore industry was put into Geraldton; the foreshore was 
revitalised; a new hospital was built; and the Geraldton Universities Centre was established.  

Hon Jim Chown: And you lost the election! 
Hon DARREN WEST: That is a very good point. I did notice that we lost the election. But I stand by my point. 
Under the Gallop Labor government, there was a long list of achievements in Geraldton. But that has stopped 
since 2008. We even have a royalties for regions sign stuck up out the front of the Geraldton Universities Centre.  
Hon Peter Collier: You have the largest solar farm in the Southern Hemisphere! 
Hon DARREN WEST: Yes, we do have the largest solar farm, but it is not in Geraldton; it is outside Geraldton, 
and I am talking about Geraldton. We have not had any money spent in Geraldton for a while. Thankfully, the 
Gallop Labor government spent a lot of money in Geraldton to revitalise that town, and it may be the case that 
we can get by until Labor is back in government again. But I would hope that when this budget is finally handed 
down, the word “Geraldton” appears in that budget very often and there is some meaningful contribution from 
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this government into this great city in the midwest that is growing nicely and needs some support for that 
growth, and also for its productivity, because it is producing, too. Let us get some help for the great city of 
Geraldton. 
In Moora, we had a police issue. I acknowledge the work of Hon Brian Ellis, because he went out on his own 
and had to beg and plead with the government to get some police in Moora. Why do people need to work this 
hard? Why are towns such as Moora left out when it comes to the provision of the basic services that people in 
the metropolitan area take for granted? Why do we have to say, “This is unacceptable; we have got problems; it 
is on the news every week; we need some more police in the town”? Why do we have to come and make special 
cases for these basic government services that are core government services? It is the big three: health, education 
and community safety. It is in there. 
Hon Brian Ellis: I was very fortunate that a very good police minister responded to my request. 
Hon DARREN WEST: I think you got those police there, Brian. I think he is selling himself short yet again—I 
am sorry, Hon Brian Ellis. 

The hospital in Northam has been in the news. Our community and our region have lost faith with that basic 
service delivery facility in Northam. People in the Northam area no longer go there; they go straight through to 
Perth. We have had some terribly unfortunate incidents in Northam. Really, I do not see how very much has 
changed. I do not use the facility anymore; I do not have faith in it anymore. I know people in Northam who 
have had some terribly tragic outcomes from that facility. Why can we not fix the hospital in Northam? Why can 
we not get that in the budget? Why has the budget not been handed down so that everybody knows what is going 
on? Why do we not get a doctor? Why can we not fix some of these things in town with the budget? 

The community of Merredin, which is also in my electorate, is suffering probably more than many of those other 
towns. The weather has turned feral. I do not know; we can argue in here whether we are facing a carbon-
induced phenomenon. But if anyone tells me that the weather has not changed, they have to pull their head out of 
wherever it is and look around. Our rainfall is very, very different. We get more rain in the summer and less rain 
in the winter. These communities are really struggling as a result. The driver of these communities is the 
agricultural produce that they come up with, and it is worth millions and millions of dollars. As that declines, 
these communities find that they need more and more support. Where is it? There is no meaningful drought 
assistance package. There is no real support for the services in Merredin. The approach to basic transport 
infrastructure for our railway lines is, “Look, don’t bother with them. Let’s close them down. It’s not our 
problem.” That is not good enough. We need to get behind some of these communities and really help them out. 
I am not talking about a new swimming pool or a new statue in the main street; I am talking about meaningful, 
helpful, useful services in these communities—basic public services that we expect everywhere else. 

Katanning has had a really tough time. It is a town in need of help and support. It has had bad weather outcomes 
and some terrible events. Let us get some support in there and help the community. I went to Bremer Bay. 
Members should see the medical centre in Bremer Bay. Here I will continue on with Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich’s 
theme of health. The medical centre in Bremer Bay is basically a small transportable unit. It has got to a point at 
which the doctor has to whisper or write down for a patient what his actual dilemma is, because all the people in 
the waiting room can hear. If it is a disease in a sensitive area, that is a very unsuitable way to deliver medical 
services. Even a little community such as Bremer Bay, which has 400 or 500 people there throughout the year, 
but 20 000 who visit, does not even have the basic services of a decent little medical centre so that we can 
provide for that influx of people, some of whom come from the city as well as from the country. 

I have a big truck. It is a B-double combination that I used to cart hay and grain around. I can tell members that 
sitting up in that truck on these country roads is a real experience. If any members want to come and have a ride, 
I am quite happy to give them a burn in my truck. It is rough. The roads are narrow and the shoulders have fallen 
away. My daughter is driving now, which makes me even more concerned. If little front-wheel-drive cars go off 
the edge of that, the people in those cars are in a bit of strife. In Australia, the wheatbelt is the leader in road 
fatalities. It is because of a lot of single-car accidents on these small, unsuitable roads. Now I have a vested 
interest; I have an 18-year-old daughter driving around in a little car. Thankfully, we do not have to drive way 
out onto the smaller gravel roads. But even on the main road that goes past my place, which has hundreds of 
truck movements on it every day, there is very — 
Hon Paul Brown interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: No, Paul. Mate, I will take you for a drive. It has not been done up. It has not been done 
up for a very, very long time. It is time some serious money was put into these roads. With the royalties for 
regions funds, we have an opportunity to put in this basic infrastructure. I have been banging on about this for 
years. It is time we got serious about the roads in regional Western Australia and it is time we got serious about 
the roads in the wheatbelt. If we are going to take grain off the rail, I do not mean that we should just have a 
liquorice strip down the side of the road to make it half a metre wider; I mean dig the bloody thing up—dig the 
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damn thing up—re-surface it, start again and build a road that is built for purpose. These roads were built in the 
1960s. They are narrow and the bases of them have all been let go. We need to fix them. 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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